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AGENGIA INFORMATIVA LATINOAMERTCAHA 
(PRENSA LATINA) 


Frense Latina (FL) was inaugurated in June 1969 as a wire service devoted 
primarily to covoraze of Latin American news. It is reported that Fidel CASTRO, 
in an attempt to propegandize his revolution through means other than the U. 5. 
news services, whioh he believes are very biaped, provided $500,000 financial 
backing to get the PL atarted. Ue ie now subsidiging PL out of Government 
funds. The central administrative office is located in Mexico City, (te give 
the impression that this ig an independent newe service), but the editorial 


Ye STS or 


offices are in Navana. 

fhe Director feneral ef PL, and the man who controls the editorial poll- 
ofes of the service, ia Wlearde Manetts, an Argentine who was the former head 
of Peron's Agencia 


of the Guben National Bank. Heads of PL cutside of Cuba include the followings 


Latina, and a close friend of Ernesto "Che" Guevara, head 


&. Hermann Konche+--Uruguayan~—~Prenga Latina representative in 


Che 


Ric de Jareirs. Konche is a close personal friend of Ricardo Hasetti. 
b, Rogelio Garcia Lupo---heads the Prenss Latina office in 

Santiago de Chile---Argentine friend of Masetti. 

| & Plinio Apuleyo Mendosa-<~leftist liberal with commie connections~ 

~eheade the Prones Lating office in Bogota, Colombia. 
d. Carlos Enrique Aguirre--~Argentine-~-head of Prensa Latina office 

in Montevideo. | | 
e. Oscar Edmundo Palna--«-2 Communist attorney—--heade the Prensa 

. latina office in Guatemala. 


f. Ernesto Clachetti---An Argentine---heads Prenga Latina in Lima. 
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SECRET 
g- Efraim Kodrigues Venegas~——serves ag Prensa Latina agent in 
San dors. He ia a former Nicaraguan citizen and is reputed to be & 
menber of the Costa Rican Gommmist Party. 


Prensa Latina maintaine offices in the following cities, with stringers 
in many others: Washington, New York, llavana, Guatemala City, Mexico City, 
Buenos Aires, La Pas, Rio de Janeiro, and probably Sao Paule, Santiago (Chile), 
Bogota, Sen Salvader, San Jose (Costa Rica), Lima, Montevideo, and Caracas, 
PL is also attempting to open offices in Furope and Agia, 

Prengs Latina's coverage of Latin Amerdean news is far better than any other 
service, and the material reported is usually objeotive and factual. The news 
‘carried is not openly propagandistic in nature, nor dees it reflect the trade« 
mark of the Communist line, However, PLia anti-American slant ide shown by the 
selection of news rather than by editorlalising or distorting. It generally 
reports overt Camunist activity in LA mich like any other routine news and 
without an “anti” slant. Any news which is anti-Commie or AntdOASTRO is either 
completely ignored or given very little coverage, whereas statements which are 
antiwimerioan os proeCommunist receive widespread distribution. For example, 
& statement by a goverment official of a Latin American country which ia pro« 
Soviet or anti~American ig reported widely, and in such a way that it appeara 
that such is the popular view of the Governuent in that country. U. S. uilitary 
movements in the Caribbean are widely publicised, aa in the case of the shore 
jeave of Harines in the Dominican Republic, which was conatrued as a pro-Trujille 
whow of force. | | | ; 

Since the PL news service ia free te using newspapers, radio, anc TY stations 
(except in Venezuela}, many amall papers and left-wing papers use PL material 


heavily. Up to now, the large newspapers use the service only occassionally, and 
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then with reservation. However, ‘since PL hag no competitor in ite coverage 
of Latin American events, the number of subscribers ie growing rapidly, 

For non~LA news Pl has used the services of TASS and New China News 
Agency (which occupies the gane building as PL in Havana), ae well aa the 
Gsech news service CETERA, with which 4¢ muntaing teletype service, Radic 
Peking has used PL stories in its broadcasts. At a news agency conference 
held in Havana sl d2 = 30 January, which wis sponsored by Frenga Latina, 
representatives of the following bloc news services were in attendance and 
later signed bislateral pacts with PLr TASS, CETERA, Hein Hua (CNA), Tanjuc 
of Yugoglavia, Polish Press Agenoy (PAP), and Agence Telegraphic Bulgare of 
sie adr This conforms stimilated many resignations from PL employees who 
Gould gee the Oownunist orientation of PLs 
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Attached is a rundow7 on Prensa Latina 
as per our telephone conversation of 


12 April, 
2011 A 
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